[External quality controls for allergy analysis in the Quality Control Center Switzerland from 2006 to 2008].
External assessment of analytical performance is part of the quality assurance in medical laboratory. These external controls are mandatory in Switzerland since 2006 for IgE analysis. The Swiss Society for Immunology and Allergy and the Swiss external quality centers had launched a program for total IgE, IgE specific for cat epithelium, birch pollen and peanut, and multi-specific IgE. They have set up criteria for proficiency assessment. Analysis of data obtained from 2006 to 2008 in the Quality Control Center Switzerland shows that results are very good for all the methods used and that a large number of participants fulfill the requirements to obtain the certificate of QUALAB conformity.